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The Marsden Point Playbook

Building a People-First Virtual Metropolis
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A city’s form and function are driven

The central tenet of
Marsden Point’s design is
the constant, reciprocal
interaction between
movement and place.

m Transport affects Land Use
m Land Use affects Transport

m Both affect the City
User Experience

Enabling Economic Growth

Planners are Economic Enablers

Create land use plans for new
Industries 1o estabiich and grow.

Master the Full Supply Chain

A clty's economy relies on connecting raw resources
o manufacturing, retail, and office support.

EXAMPFLE
From Grain to TV Commercials

Plan for farms, . bakeries to sell and studios to
cereal mills... the goods... market therm.

by one core relationship.

The Planner's Playbook
Building a Virtual Metropolis

Real-world urban planning principles in Cities: Skylines 2

, ~ Marsden Point

Transport & Land Use =
are Interconnected
Hew yeu plan ene directly

impasts the other and affects 00
the citizen's experience. -

Design for People, Not Just Cars
Integrale trams, separated Hike lanes, and

EXAMPLE

Create Self-Sufficient Satellite Towns

Whangarel Flats

Plan new residential areas, like Whangarel Flats, with
local armenities for workers in new indusines.



We’ll prove these
principles through
a single journey
across the region.

Follow a resident’s daily trip
from their home in a quiet
satellite town, through the
industrial heartland and
dense urban core, to the
recreational waterfront. This
is Marsden Point’s planning
philosophy, experienced

at a human scale.
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PRINCIPLE

Create Self-Sufficient
Satellite Towns

Plan new residential areas with local
amenities to support new industries and
create livable communities. In Marsden Point,
this is exemplified by Whangarei Flats, a town
designed to support the region’s growing
industries with unique, human-scale housing.

INSPIRATION

Neue Haas Grotesk Display Pro Medium
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The journey begins on a human scale.

“The day begins in the quiet stillness of my neighbourhood... a dedicated green bike
lane runs like a ribbon alongside the curb, a promise of the motion to come.”

The first leg is on two wheels.
The land use—sprawling,
colourful homes—is made
viable because the transport
network reaches the curb,
seamlessly integrating
personal journeys into the
larger system via bike lanes
and accessible transit stops
with bike racks.
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PRINCIPLE

Connect the Metropolis with
High-Capacity Rail

Trans Marsden Rail is the city's answer for connecting its sprawling residential
areas with its central hubs, allowing residents to bypass the “highway blues.”
The network is the primary artery that ties the entire region together.
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“Every time I board a Trans Marsden
Rail service, I feel a sense of relief,
knowing I'm bypassing the ‘highway
blues’ that can snarl the city’s edges.”
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“It’s one of those quintessential Marsden

- Point moments——you’re crossing the bay

and there it is again, a silent white trail
chmblng towards the heavens. This 01ty 1S
always reachmg for something more.”




THE CONCEPT
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Design for People,
Not Just Cars

In the urban core, the street is an engineered

system for a choreography of movement.

Integrated trams, separated bike lanes, dedicated
bus corridors, and pedestrian-friendly areas create
a vibrant, multi-modal city. This approach is essential
for supporting high-density living.
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The City’s Heart is a River of Motion

“Stepping off the train at
Marsden Central Station is
like diving into a river of
motion... a testament to the
blog post that declared,
‘City Centre = People, LOTS
OF People!””

Marsden Central Station is the city’s true
transit heart, a nexus where rail, metro, bus,
and tram lines converge. The constant hum
and endless stream of people are made
possible by fully funded 24/7 transit services.
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PRINCIPLE

Vertical Living,
Grounded by Transit

The skyline is a direct consequence
of the transit web beneath it. Towers
housing 30,000 to 70,000 people
can only exist without grinding

the city to a halt because of

a high-capacity, multi-modal transit
system. One cannot exist without
the other.

“You can’t have one without
the other. The only reason
towers...can exist...is this web
of transit below. The system is
the foundation for the skyline.”
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PRINCIPLE

Use Transit to Create “The journey now
Recreational Hubs transitions from urban

canyon to open

Transit is more than a utility; it's a tool for placemaking. The waterfront tram line . .
is not just for commuters; it's a vital link designed to connect residents to leisure, exp ansec... _The VICW 1S
shaping the land use of the bay into a recreational hub for everyone. b]‘eathtaklng_”
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The Waterfront: A Destination Delivered by Design

Arriving at the bay, the
atmosphere is relaxed and
joyful. People stroll the
promenade, families
disembark from trams
directly next to outdoor cafes,
and public plazas become

extensions of the transit stops.

This is the lived experience of
transit-oriented placemaking.
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The Full Circle of a Connected Clty

The journey home is as
seamless as the start.

A transfer from tram to bus,
which pulls up alongside
the same green bike lane
where the day began,
completes the integrated,
multi-modal loop.

This lived reality proves the core principle: Transport affects Land Use,
Land Use affects Transport, both affect the City User Experience.
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Marsden Point’s Identity
Is Forged in Motion

More than a collection of buildings, Marsden Point is a city
defined by its thoughtful commitment to a multi-modal,
people-focused transit system. It is a metropolis where the
journey is designed to be as meaningful as the destination.




